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GEN TLEMEN

1

THE Governor is deﬁrous of fubmlmng to the Levnﬂa-
ture, a comprehenﬁve view of W' mortality and expenditure,
produced by the caJamlty, kwh.xch has recently affli¢ted the City
and its Suburbs. He, therefore, direéts me to requeft, that
you will favour him with a Report, and the neceffary docu-
ments, upon ‘the fubje&. « The idformation contemplated may
be properly embraced, perhaps, by the following enquiries.

1ft. At what time, in what place, 2nd in what manner, was
the malignant Fever introduced into th: Cxty and Suburb‘*" 2 s

2d. How long did the Fever continue to rage; 'hadwdﬂt is the
number of its vi&tims ? alold ¥ bas apiisM

3d. What was the general police purfued by the Board, the
overfeers of the Poor, and their Agents, to fubdue, or mitigate
the difeafe, toaid the fick, to iater the dead, and to maintain
the Poor?

4th. What fam has been raifed on this occafion, by taxes, by
voluntary loan, and by gratuitous contributions ; what fum has
been expended, and what balance remains on hand ?

sth. What is the number and condition of the Citizens who
have been relieved, and will any extraordinary aid be neceflary,
on the part of the Legiflature, for the fupport of the Poor during
the enfuing Winter :

6th. What precautions ought to be taken to prevent the recur-
rence of {o dreadful a calamity.
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Permit me to add, thatit is the Governor’s wifh that the Over-
feers of the Poor, and,. particularly, ‘thofe.aétive Citizens, who

fuperintended the bufinefs of the Camps, fhould be confulted in

forming your Report. As the Legiflature meets on the 4th of

December, I hope it will be convenient for you, to corhply"with
the Governor srequeft, inthe courfe of the prefent month

B

f have the honor to be, ;
. with fennmentvs' of fincere
":,refpe'('l and efteem,
; Gentlemen,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,
A.]J. DALLAS.

Secretary.

LW 4
Sm'etq :_Q ces Pbxlaa’tl;bza, ;
8th wmhr, vt-. . Yot

{i .1 "T'o'the Prefident and Managers of the
Marine and City Hofpitals.
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. Health-Office, 1/} December, .17 98.

THE Secretary of the Common-
wedlth, in a.communication ‘of the 8th. ult: by iyour direftion,
having propounded certain queries relative to the late dreadful
ca.l:muty, a fenfe’ of duty, common intereft, and a poignant
retrofpe& of the paft fcenes.of mifery and wretchednefs, which
€ame more mecdmtely under our care, have excited an intenfe
{olicitude and aﬂidmty, on our part, to anfwer fatzsfa&only
your inguiries, and devife means for the prevention of fo terrible
a fcpurge'in,futg,rc, 3k o Sl <5 :

We regrct tha.t the continuance of the dif cafc to fol ate a
penod has delayed the adjufiment of the accouats of the inftita-
tions under our dire&ion, and will confequently deprive us of
that_accuracy which is. defirable.  We ‘believe, however,
that the report. will, not ultimately be found materially in-
correct. :

A few preliminary remarks, relative to the precautipns which
have been taken in order to prevent the impostation of 'dif-
eafe, may not be fuperfluous.

The law, in“refpet to' quarantine, has been conftrucd and
executed in'the ftricteft fenfe. = Every power and effort which
the Board, or the officers under their diretion, were czpable of
exercifing, has been employed to cut off all commaunication
with the veflels under quarantine.—Every poffible mode of pu-
rification, which alaw fo manifeflly defective would permit,
has been adopted, and the moft rigid fcrutiny had, before the
veflels were permitted to proceed to the city.
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At the Marine Hofpital, the fences were extended into the
river, the more completely,t0 cnclofe the premifes, and all in-

tercourfe therewith p;ecmded

“For the fake of perfpicuity we fhall'conform, as near as pof-
fible, to the order in which you have prefented the feveral fubjects
of enquiry ; and g =
Gy ol

‘1&. The malignant fever, adcérd{ng to ourrinformation; firft:
made its appearance in Water ftreet, .between Sprace and Walz
put fireets, aboat the firft of Auguft. 'Several-refpecable phy-
ficiars declare that it 2ppeared’ii the month 6f june and; that
many uhcquxmcul cafes occurrcd ead‘y in Jnly o ' o

' Unfhackled by prcmdlce and difident- of'opxm(m ‘we havé
endeavoured to trace the difeafe to its origin, “but" without fuc®
cels. Thoe objefts which have been pointed to with thc
greateft ‘confidence as the foreign fource of t're ‘dﬁé&k on in-
, veﬂmanon, aford no fuch proof." . d borig

“Thiss ﬁrua;ed it would be indecorous, ift an ‘official report to
the Chief Magifirate, tofubftitute’opinios for A, "'We deem a
queftion, on which the lives of thoufands and the profperity or
annihilation of our flourifhing city may depend, of too much im-
portance “to'reft upon the exelufive /)eéulatwn of etﬁier forexgn
or'domeficorigin:: 47 JiLvig ! !

Inour aniwer to your 6th query, we fhall endeavoux: to defig-
nate fuch general meafuresas, when properly digefted by légif-
lative wiflom, are, in our judgmeht, beft: calculated to guard
againft the recurrence offo fital a maiady from ‘eitheridomeftic
or foreign {ources. : &1 Bave '

2d. The difeale continued to rage until about thc ﬁrﬁ ofNo-
vember ; and, partially, until about the 5th. The whole num-
ber of victims, exclufive of thofe who d1ed in the country, are
three thoufand fix hundred and forty-five. ‘
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3d. The City Hofpital was opened on the 7th Auguft.—
all veflels:were immediately removed by order of the Board from
all the wharves included betweenMr. Levi Holling{worth’s and
Tun Alley.—The Board publicly admonifhed the inhabitants
of the infe@ed meighbourhood to remove without delay.—A
quantity of {damaged coffee ard cocoa, -imported on the j3oth
July; ‘and Rored in Rofe’s ftores, was reported on the 3d- Au-
guft to the Board to be ina putrid ftate. It was immediately
put on board the veffel in which it was imported, and fent
down to the Marine Hofpital for purification.

"T'wo #ilful phyficians and two- afliftants were appointed to
refide at the/City Hofpital, with a. competent number of nurfes
and attendants, and every thing neceffary for the comfort and
relief of the patients was provided. =All the powers of reafon-
ing, perfuafion, and authority, which the Board poffefled, fhort
of abfolute coercion, were aﬂiduoixﬂy employed to induce  the
fick to remove inftantly to the Hofpital ; for which purpofe car-
riages conftantly attended, and litters were conftructed as fpeedi-
ly as poffible, toconvey them with eafe and convenience.

All the regular pra@tifing phyficians of the City and Liber-
ties were authorized to grant orders for.admiflion into the City
Hofpital.—Hearfes ‘and perfons were employed. for the fpeedy
removal and interment of the dead, and the Health-Office kept
open day and night, for the purpofe of receiving applications
and executing the duties of the office with promptitude.

Inorder to afcertain the progrefs of the difeafe and form fome
criterion by which to judge of its extenfion or decline, as well as
tomark thofe parts of the city and liberties in which it raged with
the greateft violence, a fuitable perfon was appointed ‘to obtain
from the phyficians the daily reports of new cafes whichoccurred
in their practice feverally, together with the names and refidence
of the patients. :
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Skilful .phyficians were appointed to attend “the poor of the
City and Liberties, and medicines provxded for their .ufe at the
expence of the inflitation. + / « 3

. ~'The buildings at the City Hofpital being found infufficient,
houfe ‘contiguous thereto was rented ; the fummer’ houfes were
covered with canvas, a number of fheds, and a new frame build-
ing 60 by 20 feet, two ftories high, were erected for the better
accommodation of the fick.

The alarming progrefs of the difeafe, and frightful increafe
of mortality ; ‘the apparent temerity or apathy of fome, and the
indigence and diftrefs of others, impelled the Board to reiterate
in terms the moft impreflive, their admonitions to: the inhabi-
tants who were in circumftances to abandon theirhomes ; and,

“in conjunétion with the Guardians of the poor, to provide a re-
treat for the indigent.

Tents were accordingly erefted on the eaft bank of Schuyl-
kill, to which they were invited to-refort, ‘and ample provifion
was there made for their comfort and fupport. Thefe meafures
being inadequate to the urgency of the occafion, temporary
buildings for the accommodation of near two thoufand per-~
fons were ereéted on Mafters’ Greund, two miles above the
city.

The regulation and fuperintendarice ‘of each encampment
was confided to a committee of refpeétable and humane citizens,
who veluntarily undertook the arduons tafk. '+

By the joint authority of ' the: Board ' of Managers and the
Board of Guardians of  the Poor, a commirtee of refpectable ci-
tizens ‘were appointed: for the diftribution of relief to the poor
of the City and Libeitiés; whofe fituation rendered it-impropes
Lo remove to the tents.
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The infeted houfes and bedding were cleanfed and purified
by order of the Board fo far as was found praticable. This,
however, was but partial, owing to the inevitable difficulties
and confufion occafioned by the calamity.

“4th. Theamount raifcd by taxes and by loan in anticipation
of the taxes to be levied the prefent year for the fupport of the
Marine and City Holfpitals, viz:

Borrowed on account of the taxes

for the year 1797, r L " TP7268 og
A tax of 10,000 Dollars has been

levied for the prefent year; the fum

colleéted on account thereof is, 676 87
Received of the Bank of Pennfyl-

vania, on the credit of the taxes ofthe

prefent year, : 20,000 00

27,944 96

Private Loan.

Borrowed of the feveral Banks, on fecurity of
eertain individuals, for the relief of the poor, un-
der the joint direction of the ‘Board of Managers
aﬁd the Board of Guardians of the Poor, which fum
was borrowed on the faith of Legiflative reim-

burfement, 29,000 00
Total raifed by taxes and loans, Dols. 56,944 g6

GraTuiTous ConTrIBUTIONS RECEIVED For
Tue Use Or Tue Poor.
By the Board of Managers of the Marine and
City Hofpitals.
In Cath, X D. 14040 o5

In produce and cloathing valued at 2000

16,040 ©5
B
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By the Committee of the Tents onthe;Banks.of
Schuylkill.

In Cafth, ' D. 3537 zvg>
In produce and cloathing valued at ; 5-o'oo 8

~r 2537, 29

By the Committee of the Encampment af
Mafters’ place. o i
In cafh, rood Dols. 352547270

In produce and cloathing, valued at = 16,568 22 -
" ——0,822 49

B_y the Committee for the relicf of t/ae Poorin
the Czty and Liberties.

In cafh, Dols. 420 oo,
In produce and cloathing valued at 1,178 68
| -——1,598 68,

pe—

Total, Dols. '3 5’,998. 51

SuMs EXPENDED BY THE SEVERAL INsTITUTIONS.
By the Board of Manager‘s of the Marine and
City Hofpitals.

In cath for the relief of the fick poor, - D. 9,782 56
In produceand cloathing, valued at 2,000 Q0.

Paid the diftributing committee 4,257 49
Paid on account Marine and City Hofpitals, 20,975 2e

37,015 2§

—
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By the Committze of the Tents; on the Banks of
Schiylkill. x
0 5 ca[hhof which 10,000 d‘olldar-sv was

ipart‘ of the 29,000 dollars loan, D. 13,537 29
In produce and cloathing valuedjat 5,000

1853729

ael b
1

—

B_y tbe Commzttee of the Encampment at
Maﬁe)'s *Place.

In cafh of whxch gooo dollars was ,

a part of the 29,000 dollars loan, D.12, 254 27
In produce and cloathing valued at 6,568 22,
— 18,822 49

By tbe Gommz!tee for the relizf 0f ﬂae pobr [ <
" in the Czty and inzertze.r. for & -

In cafh; of which 10,000 L
dol-lars was.a ‘part of! the -7 il «n 1oo
29,000 dollar loan, D. 14,677 49 )
Dedu&_,fdm\l&hthargcﬂ' edithib act e imacd
in- the expenditures of the Jiads astnadid ba
Board of Managers, of the
Marine and ‘City Hofpitals,
paid-to- this committee for
diftribution, 4525749
————— 10,420
In pl’oduce ana cloat}nna S
\aluedat \ 5% ’ "‘ s ; 1,l7§ 68 :
S 11,508 68 ¢

Total, Dollars, 855073 77
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Recapitulation. of the preceding fatement,

Total-amount of taxes and loans | 56,944 96
Total amount of gratultous con- 35, 998 ;1
tributions i 92 943 47
Total amount expended by’ the A 24, SR IR
feveral inftitutions; 85,973 71

Balance in the hands of the Treafurer of the
Marine and City Hofpitals Dollars 6,969 76

X

Note, the above balance is on account of ' the Marine and
City Hofpitals. This fum, however, will be inadequate to the
dfcharge of the debts now due by the faid inftitutions.

S L8040

Number of Perfons relieved, viz.

At the City Hofpital, 279
By the Phyficians appointed by the Board of Managers
of the Marine and City Ho(pltals to attend the poor of

the City and Liberties about, oo 3000
At the tents on Schuylkill and thesvicinity: theréof 11950
At the encampment on Mafters” Place’ and its vi- ib

cinity, TGRS of 1allob copgar
By the Committee for diftributing relief in the City -

and Liberties about, &5 Yo earudibaagy 3500'

X -
Hiadve

Jell yTotdl: - 115353
16% 99irimined 2l —ai-bies

8 o o e fIC

Exclufive of the above ”exi;;e-;x'&i'tures ana numbe)r of perfons
relieved, the ,guardmns of the poor have incurred a very.
great and cxtraordmary expence for the relief of orphans and
pufons dxftre‘lld by the calamity.
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«sth. The .poor will, ‘doabtlefs, require extraordinary aid
from the legiflature the enfuing winter, in confequence of the
{ufpenfion of labour during the prevalence of the difeafe, the
extraordinary eﬁcpenfes incurred by ficknefs, or removal from:
the city, and, in ail probability, a fhort interval from the re-
turn of the citizens to-the clofing of the navigation/for the ex-
ercife of induftry.

~ 6th. Nb queftior: can be more .interefting, none more -en-
titled to ferious conﬁderanon than that which fhall determine
the precautions to be adepted, in order to prevent the recur-
rence of a calamity fo deitruftive. Accordingly, we find our
fellow citizens generally engaged in the coantemplation and
difcuflion of the fubjed. ' 8

Whatever dlﬁ'&rence of oplmon may exift’ as to its origin,
ALL aopear to agrﬂe in'the general {yftem ofpolu:e neceflary

to guard agamﬁ its mtroduf‘uon in future

The idea of reforting to the legi'ﬂature of the union, for an
afttro interdi® the commerce from: the Mediterranean and’
Weft-Indies, during the Summer months, appears to be gene-
ral, and if attainable, would certainly be moft defirable, at
leaft until fome éffetual fyﬁem ﬂ\a]l be devifed and completely
ready for execution.” -

:
44 « i
gl C4 Biue J

Th'a great di,verﬁty of i ﬁ:ntlment whxch appears to prev all in
the difforent ftates, relative to the origin of the difeafe, together
with the powerful influence of commecial intereft and rivalthip,
may create infurmosntable obftacles to me attamnxc at of an cﬁi
cient'law from the! gbneral government

Under thefe cxmumﬁances, we think itwill be prudem to per-
fevere with energy in an application to the flate legiflature, for
effc&tual quarantine and Health laws, with liberal endowments
for the fupport-of .the feveral inftitations. - It may here be: pro-

perto obferve that a. wall digefted \qnarantine law/of this ftate
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Wwill be neeeflary (evet in'the event of a law of the genleral go-
vernment) to provide for the éafe of veflels' which may énter
our'port’ from firefs of weather, or ot.hcr cafualty daring the pe-
md“of mmrd!&mn
i W‘e‘takevthelibexty of fuggeftina the propriety of' anapplication’
to the governments of the ftates of Delaware and New: Jerfey for
their co-operation. 'The principles of common intereft and felf-
pretrvatlon, and their participation in the late calamity, muft
(ﬁé‘t.lte to them the necemty of fuch'a coalition.

"“A quardntine law to’ be effe€tual fhould make ptovlﬁon fox‘
i following objeéts.”

An infular fituation, remote from the CltyA fhould be feletted,
1f pra&xcabw, for the place, of quarantine ; i lf none fuch can be
obt.uned forty or fifty acres on {ome convement part of the Dc-
laware fhore fhould be fecured by a hxgh and ftrong enclofure—
Wharwes, ware houfes, and other fuitable - buiidings fhould be
erected for the reception and. purification of cargaes and accom-.
moda.txon of perfons. sl Ho o v gnib.e

All veﬁ'els from, the Medupl:mncan and Wf:ﬁ Indies, from the'
firt of June to the firlt Ofober, fhould there didchargetheir car- '
goes, which, together with the veffels, fhould be thoroughly
purified; and perform a quarautine of atleaft 20 days: Guards
fhould be conftantly poﬁmﬁ atall Lhmavenues, and’ guard boats!
ftationed ;around the fléets o1 :t100 Yo sonantin ) G1lvr

- ) 1 enl S BT J NEm

The law fhoul:l provide for the prohibition of intercourfe by,
Jand or water with fuch of our fifter flates as may not adopt
efficient quarantiné laws’; and! mter&r& alll communication with
infected places ; of tofsl PR R 8 ‘ )

4 AR OIS 3
- Havig defignated thofe general regulations, which we con-'
cieve are/beftiadapted to guard againft the/importation of difeafe,!

1
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we thall take the liberty of adverting to meafures, ‘which ap-
pear to usno lefs neceffary to the health and profperity of our
city.

If the domeftic origin of the difeafe is denied, vet it muft be
allowed that local caufes have a potent effe& inits diffufion, and
encreafing its malignity ; of this, fatal experience has furnithed
an irrefragable proof in the exceflive mortality, and number
of the difeafed, in particular parts of the City and Libesties,

We believe that thefe dreadful confequences would be great-
ly mitigated, if not wholly averted, by a judicious reformation
in the police of the city and liberties.

The introdu&ion of wholefome running water for domeftic
purpofes, and for wathing the ftreets, and common fewers, is
in our judgment, an objec of primary importance ; the clean-
fing of all the docks to a depth below the level of low water
'mark, a fri& attention to the removal of all filth and putrify-
ing fubftances, and correfting the noxious cfiluvia from the
privies in the commencement of the hot feafon, would, we
conceive, be productive of the happieft effects.

The great attention which has been paid to the cleanfing of
the beft improved parts of our city, and the obvious negle@ of
remote and confined fituations, has long been a fubje of fe-
rious complaint.

Any work, however great, will be but partial whiltt the
ftagnant pools, and filth of the narrow lanes, alleys and yards,
in the extremities of the city, and particularly in the difiricts
of Southwark and the Northern Liberties, are fuffered to
exift.

We beg leave to call your attention to a fubje® which we
confider as deeply interefting.
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The eftablifhment ofa City Hofpital upon an enlarged plam;
permanendyl provided with every thing neceffary for the comfort
and relief of the fick, and fkillful profeflors, nurfes, &c. pro-
vifionally engaged in the cvent of a recurrence of the difeafe,
would excite publié confidence, and greatly diminifh the evils
of the calamity. The fituation of the prefent City Hofpital, we
confider as high!y improper for the porpofe, from its contiguity to'
the marfes of the Schuylkill. The lots and improvements there-
on, if fold, would, probably produce a fum equivalent to the
purchafe of an elevated fituatiom, and the completion of build-
ings better adapted to the purpofe.

We have been led into unavoidable prolixity from the mag-
nitude of the fubje&, and a wifh to contribute the refult of our
experience and obfervations. Should they produce, in any
degree, the defired effe&, it will alleviate the recolleétion of thofz
painfal (cenes which it was our lot to witnefs, and our duty to

reileve.
By order of the Board of Managers of the Marine
and City Hofpitals,
WILLIAM JONES, Prefident.
Atreft,

TIMOTHY PAXSON, Clerk,

Thomas Mifiin Efy. Governor of the }

Commonwealth of Penwjylvania
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